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It’s hard to believe that we 
are already into April and 
spring field work has 
begun in some areas. As 
the time continues to fly 
by, your co-op is working 
to keep up with the 
changing times by making 
some changes of our own. 
New equipment has been 
one of those changes. 
We’ve recently purchased 
a new Hagie high 
clearance sprayer, a new 
tractor for NH3 application 
and a new semi for the 
grain division. Our goal is 
to be as efficient, 
productive, and reliable as 
possible to better serve 
you when you are in the 
greatest need. Whether 

A popular topic at the 
Midwest Animal Science 
meeting in early March 
was tryptophan nutrition. 
Tryptophan is generally 
considered the fourth 
limiting amino acid in 
swine nutrition behind 
lysine, methionine and 
threonine. Optimizing the 
level of tryptophan relative 
to lysine has been shown 
to improve efficiency and 
rate of gain in nursery and 
finishing pigs and reduces 
nitrogen waste. In 
addition, L-tryptophan 
may be used with other 
crystalline amino acids to 
decrease diet costs during 
periods of high protein 
prices.  
 
Calving season is here. If 
you have not done so 
already, it is time to 

Feed 

 

it’s in the field or on the 
farmstead, we are ready 
to take care of your 
needs.  
 

Every year has its own set 
of challenges, but this 
year will most certainly be 
different from what we’ve 
seen in comparison to the 
last few years. Managing 
your risk and knowing 
your production costs 
have never been more 
important than they are 
now, and it looks like 
things aren’t going to 
change very soon. I 
encourage you to visit with 
our team to determine 
what you can do to 
manage the risk in your 
operation in these coming 

months. By working 
together, we can make 
great things happen.  
 

On behalf of the 
employees at the Farmers 
Co-op of Hanska, I want 
to sincerely thank you for 
your patronage. We wish 
for you a safe and 
rewarding planting 
season! 
 

-Jim Jore 
  General Manager     

         
  

increase the plan of 
nutrition for the pregnant 
cow. Along with calving 
comes an increase in 
nutrition demands for the 
cow.  Adequate cow 
nutrition during the last 
trimester will produce a 
larger and more vigorous 
calf and help set the cow up 
for more successful 
rebreeding. Contrary to 
popular opinion, feeding the 
cow well in gestation will 
not lead to more birthing 
problems because of the 
size of the calf. However, 
underfeeding can lead to a 
weaker calf, increase days 
to breeding, and reduce 
conception rate. Research 
consistently points to 
genetics and over 
conditioning as main 
causes for calving 
problems. 

A big thank you goes to our 
feed customers for placing 
your orders at least 24-
hours in advance. Early 
orders are critical for 
helping to properly 
sequence rations 
throughout the mixing and 
delivery process and help 
us to ensure timely and 
efficient delivery of quality 
feed.  
 
-John Schmidt 
Feed Manager 
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The Quarterly Stocks and 
Planting Intentions report 
was recently released. 
This will direct the market, 
along with crop progress 
and weather, for the rest 
of the season.  
 

Grain stocks are 
estimated to be on the 
higher end and markets 
are expected to struggle 
through the summer. 
Continuing ethanol 
demand and concerns of 
a dry growing season, will 
add support. We 
recommend having a plan 
in place to market your 
grain. Something as 

Grain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Ampride 

 

CHANGE is the buzz here 
at the Coop this spring!! 
 
The new office phone 
number is (507) 439-6244: 
select Option #2 to be 
directed to our office. 
Randi Wise will be taking 
fuel/propane orders as 
well as getting 2015 
contracts set up. Feel free 
to call her with questions 
regarding contracts and 
billing.  
 

Our office is now located 
right next to the Agronomy 
office, on highway 257. 
We have a separate 
entrance on the side of the 
building, next to the big 
overhead door. You can 
stop here any weekday 
from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm! 
 

Follow energy pricing on 
our website and plan 
ahead by contracting for 
2015. Contracting details 
are on our website: 
www.hanskaco.com 

We have recently hired 
Grant Romberg, from 
Sleepy Eye, as a back-up 

Energy 

  Agronomy 

 

simple as placing a cash 
offer with FCH to sell at a 
target price is a great 
start. With market volatility 
we have seen daily 
volatility that is often 
missed because of timing. 
With cash offer, FCH will 
fill the offer when the 
target is reached so there 
is no need to watch the 
markets all day yourself. 
 

We have some new faces 
in the Grain Department. 
Karen Beranek is our 
grain accountant and 
Chad Clobes is the 
Hanska grain elevator 
superintendent. Niki 

Geifer moves over as our 
Hanska scale operator 
and truck dispatcher, 
while Cinnamon Moldan 
has been operating our 
New Ulm scale since 
harvest. I started as 
department manager in 
January and look forward 
to working with you in the 
future. 
 

-Chuck Stevensen 
  Grain Manager 

              
 
  
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stop in and grab a pizza 
or some snacks while 
doing that spring yardwork 
or spring cleaning. Fill up 
on gas or grab some 
necessities for your 
pantry. We appreciate the 
local support! 
 

-Jeanne Willis 
  Ampride Manager 

                

driver, to help with bulk oil 
delivery, and to assist 
Jerry with service work this 
summer. Jerry will be out 
performing leak/regulator 
checks on the last 1/3 of 
our LP customer list. If he 
hasn’t been to your tank 
yet, keep an eye out for 
him this summer. 
 

I have taken the position of 
Energy department 
manager as of February 
2015. I will also remain on 
the truck, delivering 
refined fuels as usual.  
 

Despite all the change this 
season, we remain 
dedicated to providing our 
customers with superior 
service! 
 
-Brian Stueber 
  Energy Manager 

        
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

industry is talking about 
multiple sites of action, 
plus modes of action. It is 
great to see that we are 
using more pre-emerge 
herbicides than last year, 
but my goal is to have 
100% of our acres using 
pre’s. Weeds not only 
compete for sunlight, and 
space, they take up 
valuable nutrients and 
moisture that cost yield.  
 

We have an abundance 
of seed at our disposal; 
for any changes in 
cropping plans, or extra 
needs you encounter 
while planting. 
 

Hope you all have a safe 
and efficient spring!  
 

-Dave Worth 
 Agronomy Manager 

        
 

 

  

 

  

First off, I would like to 
thank everyone I have met 
thus far for the warm 
reception. I started in 
January and have enjoyed 
meeting patrons and 
working with the staff. I 
am originally from 
Redwood Falls. I have 
family in the area, so it is 
nice to be close to them. I 
started my career as an 
applicator, and have held 
positions as an 
agronomist and manager 
of a local cooperative.  
 

Our addition of a new 
sprayer with a 120’ boom; 
we will be able to cover 
more acres, much faster!  
 

On the agronomy side, 
fertilizer prices remain flat 
going into planting, I am 
expecting some relief on 
prices into the 3rd quarter. 
Starter is a little tight this 
spring, due to a limited 
supply of salts. We have 
adequate supply for our 
current customer base. 
Weed Resistance is still a 
major concern. The 

http://www.hanskaco.com/

